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Background

2010:

• “... DOT encourages transportation 

agencies to go beyond the 
minimum requirements, 
and proactively provide convenient, 
safe, and context-sensitive facilities 
that foster increased use by bicyclists 

and pedestrians of all ages and 
abilities...”

FH W A. United States Departm ent of Transportation Policy 
Statem ent on Bicycle and Pedestrian Accom m odation 

Regulations and Recom m endations. 2010.
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2013:

• FHWA Design Flexibility Memo:  
”FHWA supports the use of these 
resources to further develop 
nonmotorized transportation 
networks, particularly in urban 
areas.”

Background
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Sm all Town and Rural 
M ultim odal N etworks 
(2016)

The multimodal design 
guidelines for the rest of us.
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Rural, Sm all Town N eeds

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL.

LONGER NON-LOCAL TRIP 
DISTANCES

HEALTH DISPARITIES HIGHER CRASH RATES INCOME DISPARITIES
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Rural, Sm all Town O pportunities

Allendale, SC
Population 3,328

Palmer, AK
Population 6,250

Rushford, MN 
Population 2,102

Ukiah, CA 
Population 15,956

Average US walking trip: 1.2 mi  (50% are < 0.5 mi)
Average US bicycling trip: 4.0 mi  (50% are < 2.0 mi)
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G uide 
Structure
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• Application
• Benefits
• Case Studies
• Guidance

• Geometric Design
• Markings
• Signs
• Intersection treatment
• Implementation
• Accessibility

Content Areas
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G uide Availability

http://www.ruraldesignguide.com

W ebsite Edition

FH W A 
Publication
Publication N o: FH W A-H EP-17-024

PDF Download:

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle
_pedestrian/publications/small_towns/
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Funding Partners

Project Team
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